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at Thiaueourt to join, at Chambley, the detachment of
Colonel von Lynker, sent out from Noveant in the Moselle
valley. General von Voigts-Rhetz intended to march,
meanwhile, from Thiaueourt on Saint-Hilaire, with the
remainder of the 15th division. . . ."

Here is a highly practical lesson. People in high
quarters believed they could do without security; the
performers in the front rank reinstate security. They
do not advance blindfold in the midst of danger. It was
merely human; such a game would have proved too
risky for them. However, they reinstated security im-
perfectly and too late to undo the harm that had been
done. Practice as well as theory showed, then, that the
best way was to attend to security before doing anything
else, and to form this advance guard (5th cavalry divi-
sion, 87th brigade, two corps batteries).

From the search made by the 5th cavalry division,
soon to be continued by the 6th division, which arrived
close behind the Third Corps, finally arose a knowledge
of the situation.

What was found is well known. The Third Corps
had marched into an ant-hill. The French army, instead
of being in full retreat towards the Meuse, was completing
the evacuation of Metz; its moral was excellent, having
been even enhanced by the fight on the 14th. It was
assembled between the two roads to Conflans and
Mars-la-Tour, four mfles from Gorze. The Third Corps
came up and struck full against that assembly. Under
what conditions will the Second German Army meet the
main and yet unbeaten forces of the adversary?

At 11 a.m., when the battle was in full swing, all
the various army corps, Bother than the Third, were on
their way in order to reach the cantonment assigned
to each of them : the Tenth, was marching by the road
to Thiaucourt, Saint Benoit, and Maizeray, at an average
distance of 10 J miles from Vionville; the Guard, at a
double distance, about 24 miles; the Fourth at a triple
distance, 83 miles; the Twelfth, Ninth and Second, in
second line, were more than a day's march to the rear.

Under those conditions, the Second Army could only
oppose to the French forces debouching from Metz,
OE the 16th, one full army corps, the Third and the
greater part of the Tenth, on the 17th, three or tow?
army corps*